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The lbiza wall t izard (Podarcis pityusensis), a Batearic
endemism, has been observed in i ts or ig inat  habi tat  to
feed not onty on Arthropoda [ike most Lacertidae but
also on vegetat  matter as wett .  This dietary shi f t  seems
to be a consequence of  the insular condi t ions ( food
scarci ty,  lack of  interspeci f ic  compet i t ion,  low preda-
t ion,  . . . . )  but  th is is not the general  pat tern observed
in th is fami l .y.  Could then have herbivory become par-
t iat ty a f ixed feature? Recent ly,  an introduced cont i -
nental poputation was detected in an urban area of Bar-
celona (NE Spain) al lowing to test  the feeding habi ts of
th is species excluding the insular ef fect .

The stomach contents of  145 Lizards cot tected in monthty
campaigns from March 91 to February 92 were analysed.
Data were t reated consider ing the whole poputat ion,
the s ize and sex classes and the season of  the year.
Occurrence (%P),  abundance (%N) and the probabi t is t ic
( lP) and resource use ( lU) indices were catcutated for
taxonomical  and prey s ize categor ies.  Indiv iduat,  popu-
lat ionaI and totat  accumulated diversi ty of  taxons were
also calculated in everv case.

Results showed that Homoptera and Formicidae were
the main taxons consumed. The trophic use of  these
OYUs changed drast ical ly throughout the year but not
among classes which differed onty in secondary preys
(especiat ty sexes).  The prey s ize depended on the l izard
size and the trophic diversi ty was high except in winter.
The vegetal portion of the diet was very l imited in
this populat ion (5.3%) but i t  was absent in syntopic
Podarcis hisponico. Seeds, ftowers and vegetaI matter
were mainty eaten by adutts in summer.

The herbivory has ar isen in th is pr imari ty entomopha-
gous l ineage as an evolut ive novetty under insutar con-
di t ions.  However,  i t  is  concluded that the diet  can shi f t
widety when the environment change showing that the
endogenous inf tuence is only part ia[ .
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