
a) The head of a male Zootoca vivipara from Tii Studnö. (P. Neöns); b) A female of Z.v. from

Tfi Sudnö. (P. NEöAS); c) A male of Z.v. from Tii Studnö - ventral view. (P. NeÖes);

d) A melanistic Z.v. from Radui. (L. GvoZoir).
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Zootoca vivipurct
(JncqurN, 1787)

C<lirlllor N,\IILS: .jeStörka Zir,oloclh (c). Ciomnron
I-izarcl. Viviparous Lizard (c). Waldcidechsc (g).
lözard viviparc (1). xunopottrrrlal srrtcpuua (r')

SYSlnNLlttCS: Monotl,pic specics rcccnllr as-

signcd to thc genus Zootot'u Waglcr. lll30.
7.v. purutorticct is ignclred bv thc nrirjoritt' ol'authors. trl' sonrc. hou,evol'. consiclcrccl as a
distinct specics.

DESCRIPl'lON: A snrall lizarcl u'ith nrax. L ol'l7 crn. llcacl small. llat. roundccl. usuallv I I)N.
2 LO. 'l (3-5) SL betw'een rostral ancl subocular. Supraciliarv granulcs niostiv abscnt (rarcly
I 4)" 5-6 chin shields. Pilctrs variablc. collar scrratcd. Ilodv relativcly slcnder. bocl1, scalcs
mos1l1' srnootlt. oval. rvcakll'kcclcd mediallr'. Back nrcdiallv ri'ith 0 2 rorvs o1'scalcs.
smallcr than those on tlanks.30 39 MSIt.6l-f30 BSII. \cntrals in 6-8 rorvs. Leqs short.
thin. 'l'ail rclativcll' short ('l'l- 53 '7 lYo ol'thc L). Iiagilc: autotomv clcvclopecl. 'l'ail scalcs
keelcd. Felnoral pores 8-12. Coloration and pattcrn variablc. Back [rrorvn. glo'to olivc. I]ll
trsuallv uith a dark vcrtcbral stripe.2 light dorsolaleral stripcs and littlc clark spots on
Ilanks. MM often rvithor.rt stlipes. but rr'ith small occlli. llclll,in lVlM vellorr. oransc to rccl.
ollcn u'ith dark spots: iu FIr crcanr. 1'ellorv to oranqc. usuallr,uithout spots. l'hroat tr,hitish
lrcr'. spotted. .lLJVs blackish u'ith [rronzc tails. Sexcs dillcr in colour ancl pattent, NI]VI havc
a tlrickcncd tail basc" larger heacl zrnd r.norc prontincnt lcrnoral porcs.

Gl'lNER.\t. DIS'IRIBlll'lo\J' -/,. 
1:i1ti11611'4 lras thc largcst rangc ol'anl lizarcl: N-ELrrasia tiont

IRt. to Sakhalin Island and fl'onr N-8. N-llc booncl rhc poJar circle in N (70.N).
Europe: A. ll. BIl. UG. CII. CZ. D. DK. l:. I:S'1. lr. IrlN. GB. II. IIR. lRl.. LA. Ll. LLl.
]\4(I. N. NL,. PL. RO. RUS. S. SK. SI,O. I]. YtJ

H'\lll-f.\'l: Conlined to moist habitats $ith tlcnsc Vcactatiolt lionr lo$latrcls (200 nt a.s.l.)up to
hi{rh clevations ( 1.600 nr). ntostly abovc .100 nr a.s.l.: c.s. lorcst cclgcs. clcalings. rroist and
alpinc nreaclos's. rnarshcs. pcat lroes: banks ol'slrcanrs. rivcrs anci poncls.

No-rcs ON lllot.oc\': A dir-rrnal lizarcl. l'hou,sh mostlv grourrcl cluelling. it clirnbs ti.cll. cspc-
cialll'to higher baskin-u places. A spccics *ilh a small horlc ranec (cliamctcr 20-35 m). IIi-
bcrnation in burrorvs undcr stones. treo roots etc. []cginninr o1'scasonal activitt: c.ll IV.
N,ll\4 earlicr than IrF. Mating scason: V-VI. IVIM grasp thc IrIr u ith.iau's in thc sacral rc,qion.
Bcing viviparous (except oviparous populations lionr l)r'rcnecs1. Iri.- eir,'e biilh to 3-10
.lLJVs sulror-rnded by,a Ijnc mcntbrane ancl rlcasurin-q 45-50 mrn in e.VII-VIIL llncl oi'an-
Irtral activitl': IX-X. Maturitv rcached in thc 2rrcl-3rrl vcar. \\Iatcl not avoidccj clurilg cs-
capc. srvinlming ancl diving arc not uncorrrron bchaliours. lrood consists ntainll,olspiclcrs
and soft-bodiecl insccts and thcir larvirc. Olicn inlcstcd bl,thc thick ltotles ricirtus.

COxSnRYttlON Sf'\TtrS: Currnron at highcr altiluclcs. lorvlancl popLrlirtions consiclerablv
snlallct'ancl cttdangcrcd b1' habitat clcstruction, I)rotectc(l br lau' ancl classilied as a mark-
cdlv cnclangcrcd spccies. In thc I{DIl. it is listcd as vLLlncrable.
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