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Dorevskio Valentini

4|ffi matt and uncomety rock lizards of the
'\ Caucasus are one of the wonderful natural
aq*6f phenomena of our region. They can be

encountered everywhere where there is ptenty
of water and rocks: on wa[ts and crags, road

embankments and among mountain moraines.
25 species of rock lizards inhabiting the

Caucasian region (the Caucasus and the northern
parts of the Armenian and lranian ptateau)

betong to the endemic genus Darevskia Arribas,
1997, named after famous herpetotogist ltia S.

Darevskyi, who put much effort and tatent into
studying them.

At[ darevskia are neo-endemics of various part
of the Caucasus, among them 8 (32 %) - [esser-

caucasian endemics, 7 - cotkhic endemics, 6

are eastern-armenian endemics, very ctose to
lesser-caucasian, 3 hyrcanians, and 1 crimean
endemic. lt is betieved that ancestral forms of
the rock lizards were arborea[ lizards, atso being

cKAnbHbrE flrIEPr4Ubr
ROCK LITARDS

$ i.fr e6onuuze, HeB3pal{Hbre c nepBoro

g;-'";$ 83rnnÄa cKa.nbHbte flulephqbt Kaaxasa
fii ü o{rlH lZ3 3aMeqaTe,nbHblx nphpoflHblx

SeHor'aeHoB Ha[xeTo perhoHa. Zx ruroxr-ro BCTperhrb
Be3Ae, rpe vtzo1u.flhe KaMHeü u enaru: Ha creHax

AoMoB z o6naxeHhflx cKa.fl, Ha AopolKHbrx
Hacbrnflx / cpeql/' BbrcoKoTopHbrx /üopeH.

25 BVtAoB cxa.nbHbix Fr-.Llepzq, o6n rarcqzx
B npeAenax l-{aaxa:cxoro perhoHa (Kaaxara v1

ceBepHbrx qacreü Apunucxoro z l4paHcxoro
naropnü) orHocflrcs pflAoM coBpeMeHHbrx

cLICTeMaThKOB K 3HAeMZL{HOMy pOAy

Dorevskia Arribas, 1997, xoropurü Ha3BaFl

TaK B qecTb 3HaMeHhTOrO repneTonora
- Vlnau Cepreeazva flapeecxoro, no ceit
AeHb BKnaAbrBalo[4ero B vlx hccneÄoBaHhe
ceoü Hezccnxaeuurü zHTepec z ra.naHT.

Bce gapeacxww 6et hcK.flroL{eHhff Heo3HÄeM'u'R 1

orAenbHbrx npoBhHqhü KaexascKoro perhoHa.
Cpegz HVx 8 uaro-xaBKa3cKZX 3HAeMhKoB
(37%), 7 qepHoMopcKo-KaBKa3cKhx 3HAeMhKoB,

6 oqenu 1nuz«ux K Ma.no-KaBKa3cKhM, BocrorrHo-
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apMfHcKhx 3HAeMhKoB, 3 rhpKaHcKhx 3HAeMhKa,

t4 1 KpbrMcKhü. l-lpe4xoBbtMh $opmamr
cKa.nbHbrx FulephLl oT KoTopblx oHA nepeHflnh
enaronrc6hBocrb )4 cnoco6Hocru .na3arb,

BeporrrHo, 6amu ApeBecHbte flqephqbt, xhBUJhe

B TpOnhqecKhx .necax, HeKorAa noKpblBaBuhx

ocrpoBa, o6pasoaaeul4e B 4aluneüulem Eonuuoü
u nanail Kaexaa, )4 Apmnncxoe Haropbe.

Xapaxrepnoü oco6enHocrblo HeKoropbtx

BhAoB cKa.nbHbrx fltlephLl Kaaxasa flB.nflercfl

napreHoreHes. Y )fl4x BvlAoB caMllbt npaKThqecKh

He h3BecrHbr, v caMKh pa3MHoxalorcfl 6es ux
yqacrzfl. CencaqzoHHoe orKpbtrhe frBnefl4fl
napreHoreHe3a y cKa.nbHbtx fltrlepzLl Kaexaaa

a 1958 r. cra.no 3Be3AHbtM qacoM B x<%3tt4

V|.C. flapeacxoro, TAK KAK AO TOFO

NAPTEHOTEHE3 Y BbICIXI4X NO3BOHOI{HbIX

)t(hBOTHblx h3BECTEH HE 5bl/1. flpNvrHut
BO3HI,IKHOBeqLi'fl napTeHOreHe3a eule AaneKo
He BbrflcHeHbr. Hexoropbte yqeHbte cqhralor,
qTo ero Bo3HZKHOBeHhe y CKa.nbHblx flqephLl
cBF3aHo c rvt6pu4uza4ueü pa34enbHonorbtx
poAhrenbcKhx Br4AoB. flpyrue cK.noHHbt K

MHeHhrc, YTO BO3HhKHOBeHhe napTeHoreHe3a

cBfl3aHO C .flOKa.flbHblMl4 reoxrMhL{ecRAMV

aHoMa/lhflMh, xapaKTepHbtMh Anr Mecr o6utanua
napreHoreHerhqecKhx BhAoB. Bos^ oxl-{o

TaKxe coBMecrHoe BnnflHVe o6ovtx Saxropoe.
Ecnu nphcMorperbcn BHhMare.nbHo, Ma.nble

ra6apzrut, vpeseutvaünan noABZxHocrb v

6olee )4n4 MeHee eutpaxeuuutü cervarutü yrop
Ha cnhHe 6onuulzHcrea cKa.[bHbtx ttqephq,

AononHflrorcR 6oraroü rarta,r,roü qBeroB h orreHKoB,

a raKxe ha^ eH,{heoü ,raosahxoü LleuJyeK.

3n4emrem, napreHoreHe3 n necrpafl oKpacKa

Bbr3brBalor hHTepec He ro.nbKo y cneqhan),1croB,

Ho v1 y MHorhx nn6uteneü't ryu«oit nphporqbl.
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hygr:ophitous and .upub,t" of ctimbing trees, that
inhabited tr:opical, forests: of istands that tater
torrmed,,the Caucasüs and the Armenian,Ptateau.

A: unique feäture of' somä,,species of , the
Caucasian lizards is their parthenogenesis. Mates

of these species are unknown and femates breed

without their: participation. The discovery of
parthenogenesi§ in tizar"ds in, 1958 brought fame
to ltia Darevskyi, as IT,WÄS,TFIE FIRST TIME THE

PHENOMENON OF PARTHENOGENESIS HAD BEEN

FOUND IN HIGH VERTEBRATES.

Scientists stitl puzzte over the possibte reasons

for parthenogenesis. Some, betieve it to be the
resutt of hybridization of dioecious parentaI

speCies.' Others betieve it to be associated with
[oca[ geochemicat anomaties, typical for habitats
of parthenogenetic species. Possibty, both factors
are important.

The att€ntive eye can see a wide spectrum of
cotsrs änd hues, changeabte mosaic of tegulae,
on the backs of rock lizards, ,snriching their
reticutation and fast movements. Endemism,

parthenogenesis and variegated cotoration
atträct;not onty witdtife speciatists, but also many

amateurs.
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