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GENERAL DISTRIBUTION.— A Little Caucasus endemic lizard, occurring in N Armenia and
S Georgia.

DISTRIBUTION IN THE STUDY AREA (Pl. 5:19b).— This species is distributed mainly in forest
zones of N Armenia in Lori, Shirak, and Tavush Provinces.

First record: Discovered by 1.S. Darevsky near Shahali, Lori Province, on 27 July 1955.

GENERAL INFORMATION.— Size: SVLmax = 64 mm; SVL/TailL = 0.48-0.76; dorsal scales at
midbody = 51-56 (average 53.2); gular scales =24-30 (average 26.8); femoral pores = 14-20
(average 17.3) (Darevsky 1967).

Karyotype: 2n =38, 36 macrochromosomes (acrocentric) and 2 microchromosomes (Kupri-
yanova 1994).

Habitat (see P1. 18), life history, and biological notes: Darevskia dahli inhabits moderately dry
bedrocks and gorge slopes in the forest zone. It occurs also among stony sites in mountain steppe
habitats in formerly forested sites near Stepanavan and Tashir, Lori Province. Usually found along
forest roads, among overgrown ruins, and on stony fences and walls. Altitudinal distribution ranges
from 700 to 1500 m. Darevskia dahli is active from early April until October. Diurnal. Summer
activity is bimodal.

A parthenogenetic species, it lays eggs between the end of June and the end of July. According
to Darevsky (1967) and Danielyan (1968), it lays two clutches of eggs per year, but a second clutch
does not seem always to occur as, for instance, observed by Arakelyan (2001c) in the Papanino
(Lori Province) population.

Most of the three-year-old lizards examined were immature (only one of eight was found car-
rying eggs) whereas four- and five-year-old animals routinely laid two to four and three to five eggs
respectively. For each of the three age groups, eggs average in size 11.7 x 6.1 mm, 12.5 x 6.0 mm,
and 13 x 6.3 mm, respectively.

In the Papanino population, two distinct morphological clones are present; they differ in belly
coloration, which can be yellowish or bright yellow (Danielyan 1987a). Some differences have
been observed in ecology and number of eggs; for instance, in egg number production, it has been
found that the bright yellow lizards produce fewer eggs, usually only two to three per clutch, and
they tend to be less xerophilous.

Juveniles (SVL = 24-27 mm) appear in mid-August and September.

According to Arakelyan (2001a), the life span of Darevskia dahli does not exceed six years.

CONSERVATION STATUS.— Although populations are usually numerous, they are often isolated
from one another. Some of the populations are threatened by habitat transformation. Thus, Darev-
skia dahli is recommended to be included in the Red Book of Armenia.

According to IUCN (2009), it is globally classified as “Near Threatened.”

REFERENCES: Aghasyan et al. 2009; Ananjeva et al. 2006; Arakelyan 2001a, 2001c; Bannikov et al. 1997;
Chernov 1939; Danielyan 1968, 1972, 1987a; Darevsky 1966b, 1967; Darevsky and Kupriyanova 1982;
Darevsky et al. 1991, 1994; IUCN 2009; Kupriyanova 1994; Szczerbak 2003.

Darevskia nairensis (Darevsky, 1967) Nairi Rock Lizard
Plate S, figures 20a—20b.

Lacerta saxicola defilippii, (partim) Chernov 1939:111.
Lacerta saxicola nairensis Darevsky 1967:73.
Lacerta raddei nairensis, Uzzell and Darevsky 1973:1.

TYPE LOCALITY.— “okr. sel. Lchashen, bereg 0z. Sevan v Armenii” [= vicinity of Lchashen vil-
lage, shore of Lake Sevan in Armenia].
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TAxoNOMY.— Bobyn et al. (1996) and Fu et al. (2000b) found very low genetic differences
between Darevskia raddei and D. nairensis and, therefore, considered the latter as a junior syn-
onym, whereas other authors (Uzzell and Darevsky 1973; Arnold et al. 2007; Grechko et al. 2007)
considered them as two subspecies. It is supposed that D. raddei and D. nairensis are different
species because they have shown reproductive isolation in terms of distinctive periods of mating
as well as sexual behavior (Danielyan 1989).

GENERAL DISTRIBUTION (P1. 5:20b).— E Anatolia, Armenia, and adjoining Georgia.

DISTRIBUTION IN THE STUDY AREA.— Widespread throughout central Armenia, with apparent-
ly isolated populations in the north (Tumanyan, Lori Province) and in south-central portions of the
country (Karmrashen, Vayots Dzor Province).

First record: First reported for Armenia by Chernov (1939) as Lacerta saxicola defilippii.

GENERAL INFORMATION.— Size: Average SVL = 64.5 mm (males) and 62.4 mm (females);
SVL/TailL = 0.48-0.67 (measured in 34 males) and 0.5-0.69 (measured in 31 females); dorsal
scales at midbody = 50—60 (average 55.1); gular scales =23-31 (average 26.3); femoral pores =
15-21 (average 17.8) (Darevsky 1967).

Karyotype: 2n = 38, 36 macrochromosomes (acrocentric) and 2 microchromosomes (Kupriya-
nova 1994).

Habitat (see Pls. 20, 23, 25-26), life history, and biological notes: Like other species of
Darevskia, D. nairensis prefers stony or rocky habitats: stones and rocks along canyons, rock con-
glomerates and large lava rocks in mountain steppe. In Yerevan, these lizards are seen on walls and
fences along the canyon of the Hrazdan River. Altitudinal range 1000-2600 m.

These lizards emerge from winter dormancy in late February or early March and, depending
on altitude, are active until late September or early November.

According to Danielyan (1965), in Lchashen village (Gegharkunik Province), Darevskia
nairensis lays eggs starting in early July, a month later than the sympatric D. valentini. Further-
more, according to Arakelyan (2001c¢), sexual maturity is reached in the third or fourth year; thus,
not all three-year-old females are reproductively mature. Of those three-year-old females that are
reproductively mature, their egg clutches contain only one or two eggs (average size 12.8 x 7.3
mm) whereas four-year-old females lay up to four eggs (average size 13.0 x 7.4 mm), five-year-
olds lay two to five eggs (average size 13.1 x 7.6 mm), as do six-year-old lizards, whose eggs tend
to be slightly larger (size 13.5 x 8.1 mm). Hatchlings appear starting at the end of August. The
maximum recorded age among 82 studied lizards was six years (Arakelyan 2001c¢).

A study on population displacement was carried out by Danielyan (1971b) in the vicinity of
Lchashen village. The seasonal character of short displacements from hibernation refuge locations
to adjacent rocks was observed by Danielyan (1971b). All adults show individual home ranges that
often overlap because of high population density.

CONSERVATION STATUS.— This species is rather widespread in Armenia and populations are
usually numerous. It is not assessed by the [UCN (2009) because it is considered a subspecies of
D. raddei.

REFERENCES: Arakelyan 2001; Arribas 1999; Bannikov at al. 1997; Bobyn et al. 1996; Chernov 1939;
Danielyan 1965, 1971b; Darevsky 1967; Fu et al. 2000b; IUCN 2009; Kupriyanova 1994; Szczerbak 2003;
Uzzell and Darevsky 1973.

Darevskia portschinskii (Kessler, 1878) Portschinsky’s Rock Lizard
*Darevskia portschinskii portschinskii (Kessler 1878)

*Darevskia portschinskii nigrita (Bakradze 1976)

Plate 6, figures 21a-21b.



