
Squamata: Sauria: Lacertidae: Acanthodac4tlus opheodttrus ßj
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Fig. Ilz: Acanthodactyhts opheoduru.r, Arava valley.
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Acanth o dacty lus op heo durus AnNoro, r 9 8o

Arnold's fringe-fi ngered lizard

Hebrew name: Shnunit Arnold ('Arnold's fringe-fingered lizard"). The name Shnunit

Haas ("Haas' fringe-fingered lizard"), is the official name of this lizard in Hebrew This

name, however, is already taken by another species from the Arabian Peninsula (Acanth'

odactylus haasi) for which it is both the scientific and vernacular name.

Recent raxonomic changes: In Israel, it rvas only recognized as distinct (from Acantho-

dac4,ltrs boshiattu) towards the late zo'l' century. Genetic data verified conclusions drawn

from morphology.
Size: Up to L4o mm total length, in Israel to '2oo mm, adult SW 45-62 mm (juvenile

measurements unavailable); weight ).2-7'5 g.

Description: Very similar to but smaller than Bosk's fringe-fingered lizard. The body is

brown with five stripes that fade with age. The tail is twice as long as the body. Scales on

the back increase in size towards the tail, which is detachable. The underside of the tail

is orange in juveniles and females. The male is larger than the female.
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Squanrirtir: Sauria: Lacertidae: Actnthodrtcty/rrs opheodunu

Similar species: Acanthodactylus bosleianus (p. r6r) is larger; the median vertebral dark

stripe is simple in A. opheodurus but forked rn A. boskiantrs.

Natural history and behavior: Inhabits riverbeds and flatlands located in sandy patches

ir-r the southern Arava. Active on the ground, mostly ir-r the morning and afternoon, but

can be for,rnd acrive midday on very hot days. Its diet consists of arthropods. It is ovipa-

rous and the female lays around four eggs per clutch.

Distribution in Israel: Southern Arava sands, with early reports from further north in

the Negev has proven to be erroneous and pertaining to A. boskianus.

W'orld distribution: Arabian Peninsula: SaudiArabia, Kuwait, UAI, Oman, and Yemen,

also in much ofJordar-r, southeastern Israel, and Iraq.

Conservation: IUCN Status: In Israel: Data Deficient; Global: Least Concern (sta-

ble populations). The IUCN does not identify significant threats to the species, citing
only "localized overgrazing" in unspecified parts of the range as threatening processes.

However, ir-r Israel this Arava sands endemic is highly threatened by agricultural en-

croachment, habirar degradation, and other anthropogenic disturbances and, therefore,

probably merits a high threat category.
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Fig. r11: Acatttltodtc4'ltrs opl;todtrru.r, Arlva vallo'. Aviacl Ban


