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Fig. 3ol: Male of the Arwin Rock Lizard. E. DuNevrv

spots on the flanks. The belly of males is greenish with blue spots

on the outer part of the ventral shields; in females, the belly is yel-
iorvish or whitish. In young lizards, the posterior half of the upper
side of the tail is coloured bright turquoise-blue.

Distinguishing features: Arwin Rock Lizards differ from Com-
r-ron Rock Lizards, with which they are often found in close prox-
:nriry as well as other species of the genus by having fewer femoral
rores and distinct white stripes along the sides of the tail.

Distribution and subspecies: The Arwin Rock Lizard is common
in the Caucasus, in western and north-eastern Georgia, includ-
ing Abkhazia and Ajaria, in north-western Azerbaijan and in areas

bordering the Caucasus of north-eastern Tirrkey. In Russia, this
species inhabits the south-west of the Krasnodar Region.

In all, six subspecies are recognized, of which three are common
:n Russia. Dareuskia derjugini siluatica (BenrnNrr & RnzNlrove,
:g,tr) lives in the piedmont and mountainous parts of the Krasno-
Jar Region, mainly in the territory of the Caucasus Biosphere Re-

.erve and the adjacent spurs of the Greater Caucasus. Dareushia d.

,t,oe/tmei (BIscHorr, ry82) inhabits the western spurs of the Grearer
Caucasus. The third subspecies , D. d. abchasica (BrscHorr , r98z),

.s fbund in the upper forest and subalpine zones of the upper
\lzvmta River. The validiry oFthese subspecies is not unanimously
-:ccepted by experts.

\atural history: The Arwin Rock Lizard is a common forest spe-

::es, inhabiting coniferous and broadleaved forests. On the north-
-rn slope of the Greater Caucasus Range, it is most numerous in
:eech and mixed deciduous forests. In some places of the sourhern
,.ope of this range, the species reaches the upper boundary of the
:orest, and even penetrates into subalpine meadows for roo-r5o
:r. In the Lesser Caucasus, this lizard mainly lives in coniferous
-.Jrests, where its populations are much larger than in the north
'f irs range. Usually, it settles on the edges of forest glades, along

:re edges of forest roads and clearings, as well as in rivervalleys.
.r some places, it penetrates the subalpine zone to an elevation of
-.Soo-r,9oo m a.s.l. This species is often found on rhe outskirts

-,i mountain villages in thickets of elderberry, on wicker hedges,

.:r fällen trees, heaps of brushwood, or among scattered stones and
:oulders.

The Arwin Rock Lizard does not dig burrows. In bad wearher
.nd in case of danger, it hides under the roots of trees and bushes,

.r rotten stumps, heaps of brushwood, rodent holes, and under
:re loose bark of fallen tree trunks.

Fig. 3oi: Dareushia derjugini siluatica feedingon a fy. E. Srvonrsove

These lizards emerge from their hibernacula between mid-Feb-
ruary and early April. Males and juveniles appear first, females
follow them rwo weeks later or more. Some time after the ap-
pearance of females, the breeding season begins, accompanied by
increased activiry in males. Mating usudly occurs in May. Females

lay clutches of 4-8 eggs between late June and late July. The young
measuring z-z.j cm in body length hatch at the end of July or in
August.

Adults leave for overwintering at the end of August, juveniles
apparently a little later, in September. In the North Caucasus, fe-
males reach sexual maturiry at a body length of about 5 cm, and in
Georgia at about 4.2 cm. The longeviry is 5-6 years in this species.

The diet consists of small beetles, frog-flies, ants, dipterans, acri-
doids, as well as spiders, centipedes, molluscs, and earthworms.

Conservation status: The Arwin Rock lizard is an endemic relict
species listed in the Red Data Books of the Adygea and Firasnodar
Territory.

Eastern Meadow Lizard
Dareus h ia p ratico h (EvnnsrvreNN, 1834)

Figs. 3o6-3ro, Map 6r

This species was described by Eduard Friedrich EvrRsuaNu, a

German botanist and zoologist teaching ar rhe universiry of Ka-
zan, in his report on the lizards of the Russian Empire. The rype of
habitat this species is found in is reflected in both its scientific as

well as common name Qtraticola = dwelling in meadows).

Fig. 3o+: Dareushia derjugini siluatica.
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Fig. 1o6: A färrrale of the norlinative subspecies of the Erlstern Meadow Lizard.

Daretrkia p. Prdticlld fion.r Dagestan. A' AltrcseNonov

External appearance: A small and slende r lizard of approximately

the sanre body size as the previously discussed species of Dareuskia

but with a relatively long tail. Its body may reach uP to 6.4 cm, its

tail up to II.z cm in length. Females grow larger than males but

have a proportionately smaller head, as well as a shorrer tail and

hindlimbs. The head is not flattened.

The dorsal scales are relatively large, elongated, and keeled.

The number of granules berween the supraocular and supracili-

ary shields, and the number of paired infralabial shields (5-6, of
which z-3 pairs are in contact along the midline of the throat) are

diagnostic for distinguishing subspecies in D. praticola.The row of
Femoral pores extends to the knee joint.

A brownish-fulvous stripe runs along the vertebral line, ustrall'.

edged with darker dashed lines. On each side, a wide longitLrc'lr-

nal stripe of the same colour extends along the {lar-rks all the r. i
from the posterior edge of rhe eye to the tail; the lower mrtrqin ,,.

this band is usually bordered by a pale, sometimes discontintroLr'

line. However, some lizards are rather uniform and lack anv ol'-

vious pattern, whereas others may be completely black. The bcl.

is bright, yellow-green in males and pale yellow or whitish in t'
males. Juveniles are dark with highly indistinct pattern.

Distinguishing features: This species differs frorn the Arwin Ro,.

lizard by having a thinner, slimmer body, a different colour ;.''r:-

Fig. 1oZ: Head scirlirtiolt of arl Erlstertr N'leaclou' Lizard
A. Alr-xsextrH,'
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Fig. 3o8: A f'emrrle oF Dareushia p. praticoln photographed in the Strrvropol l:rritorr'.
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::in, änd more femoral pores. It differs fiom the Common Rock

- :z,rrd, the Caucasian Lizard and the Dagestan Lizard by having
..rger scales with clear longitudinal keels along the vertebral line.

-'irc Eastern Meadow Lizard is never found on rocky rerrain, rhe

::etbrred habitat of the three other species.

Distribution and subspecies: The distribution range of rhe East-

::n Meadow Lizard is divided into rwo parts. On the one hand,
::ris species lives in the north-west of the Balkan Peninsula, while

n the other, it occurs in the Caucasus, on both sides of rhe Great-
:: Caucasus Mountain Range, and in north-wesrern Iran. In Rus-
,.r. the Meadow Lizard is abundant in the Krasnodar Region, in-
,iLrding the Black Sea coast, and from the Stavropol Territory to

^ ),rgestan.

Five subspecies are recognized, of which rwo are presenr in the
,-..rucasus: the nominorypical subspecies, D. p. praticola (EvEns-

r.1.{\N, 1834), occupying most of the eastern part of the range, and

-) p. pontica (Lrwrz 8r Cvnürq, r9r9), found in the norrh-wesrern

--.rucasus and on the Black Sea coast. Some aurhors consider the

-'.'rr-rtic subspecies a distinct species. However, the raxonomic status

: some populations is unclear and requires further study.

\atural history: In the Caucasus, this species lives in mosrly de-

-:duous piedmont, floodplain and mountain forests, where it fa-
'. t)Lrrs well-lit clearings offering ample shelrer and hiding places,

:i pical fbr forest lizards. In the \Testern Caucasus, the Meadow

-izards inhabit steppe, forest-steppe and foothill zones. Locally,

:hev penetrate meadows and open steppes bordering forests. In
:lpine meadows, they occur to an altitude of 2,ooo m a. s. l.

\{eadow Lizards run and climb well on branches and the rrunks
rf shrubs and trees. They do not dig their own burrows but hide in
.;af litcer, among roots, under stones, or use the tunnels of other
rnimals. They often take refuge in prickly bushes growing in open,
rr,rnry glades, but after a while, they creep out on branches, look
rround, tilting their head, and, if one gently pulls a thin brindille
',' irl'r a fishing line tied at the end, the lizards will chase and grab
:ire lr-rre.

Meadow Lizards feed on various insects, among which small
':''eetles, ants, orthopterans, caterpillars, earwigs, aphids predomi-
rare; spiders, earthworms and woodlice are also included in their
Jiet. Sometimes, they also take softer rypes of food, and at places

rvhere they occur alongside Sand Lizards, this diet helps to avoid
.ompetirion.

ir-r the North Caucasus, these lizards emerge From hibernarion
in early April, as soon as air temperatures reach ro-r4 'C. Males

.rr-rd juveniles are the first to become active; females appear in the
beginning of May. In Transcaucasia, at an elevation of r,too m,
lizards cease overwintering later. The onset of overwintering varies

according to geographic location.
Mating occurs at the end of May, and females deposit their

clutch of z-6 eggs at the end of June or in July. The number of
eggs in a clutch is determined by the size of the female, as in other
species of lizards. Incubating rhem takes about y5 days. The young
nreasuring z.z-2.3 cm in body length hatch in the second half of
.\ugust. Females reach their sexual maturiry at a body length of
+.6-+.8 cm. In the wild, these lizards do not seem ro live longer
rhan four years.

Conservation status: Eastern Meadow Lizard populations are safe

- .i in no need of any conservation action.

Figs. 1o9-3ro: B. Tnepl

Spiny-tailed Rock Lizard or Georgian Rock Lizard
Dareushia rudis (Bronrece, 1886)

Figs.3rr-3r3,Map 6z

The Georgian Rock Lizardwas described by Russian herpetologist

Jacob Vladimirovitch Bnonnce, who studied numerous collec-
tions of lizards of the Russian Empire and Central Asia.

External appearance: A relatively large rock lizard with a notice-
ably flattened head, and long legs and tail. The maximum body
length is 8.4 cm, whilst the tail is at least wice as long.

"r*,

Eastern Meadow Lizards, nrale above, female below.

Map 6r: Dnreushia pmticola.


