
Comporotive notes. Lontz ond Cyren (l 913) f ir$ demonsf roted f hot
the rock lizords of Adzhoiio ond the odiocent regions of Turkey, which
were regorded by severol investigotorsos type subspecies of L. soxicolo,
did, in focf , form o wel l-devel oped ond independent elhspecies, L.s.
porvulo. We hove estoblished thot the numerous specimens of Locerfo
s"i"of. soxicolo ond olso some specimens of Locetto soxicololtocilis
mentioned by Nesterov (1 9l lorl 912) from severol regions of northeostern
Turkey belong to this some subspecies"

Specimens exomined. .\dzhorio: ZIL l7U5 (3), Zelenyi cope neor

Wo Oktomberi;17525 (3), Kedo,
road to Merisi; 17526, Chvono, Khuloi region; 17527 (8), volley
of the Chokvis-Tskoli River Kobulet region; 17528 (3), Khincholuri,
Khuloi regionl 17529 (16), Chvono, Khuloi region, 17530 (5),
Borolouli, Khuloi region; 17532 (1), Shuokhevi Khuloi region;
17535 (l), Oktomberi Khuloi region. Georgio: ZIL ]6001 (8),
gorge of the Kurtskhon River close to Abostumoni; 16314 (2),
Meriyo, Mokhorodzev region; 17433 (28), 17449 (1), gorge of
Bonis-Khevi, Borzhomi region; 17533 (2),.Atskuri , Akh.ltsikh
region; 174/'0 (21), .Abotturnoni, road to Zekori pss; ZIU (7\,
.Akhcldobo, Borzhomi region. Turkey (northeostem): ZIL 9097 (3),
,Atvin; 9082, Borchk6, Artvin vilcyet; 9099 (10) , oround A*vin;
'l0692 (5), lpkhreul-Su RiverArtvinskii Viloyet; 10695 (14),
Lomosheny,.Artvin viloyet; l@10 (12), Singot post, A*vin viloyel,
108 l3 (4), Guehony,.A*vin yiloyet 1@17 (4), Olty, Erzerum u'!dy,
viloyet; 1082.l (l), oround {licgon; 17890 (2), Zanzok Erzerum

viloyet; BMUH 1961516 (l), 475 (l), Boiburt, viloyet Gyumyushone.

Loce*o soxicolo portshin4<ii Kessler, 1878
(foble l, C; Fig. 5.4, 3l Photo 17)

L. portschinskii Kessler, 1878:160, Toble l. -- murolis vor. depress.:,
Boettger, 1899 :281. -- mur., I is uot. po*t hin skiTI-Eäu I enger,
1904:337, Toble )CXII, F''g.Cr tft::193, T€ble XXlll, Fig.1, 1o,)i
| 920 :286. -- glglg- vo r. c ho I ybdeo, Mähely, I 909 5 1 3 . --s.:xic olo
vo r . po * sc h i nIITlNl ko t s k[Ft e' Z0 . - - s"r x ic o I o pll3glli" ;Ilil-
Nikolsky l9l5:368; Lontz ond Cyren, lg36:165; Terentiev ond
Chemov, 1949:188. -- soxicolo defilippii, Rostombekov (non
Comerono), 1930:6

Holotype. Not designoled. Described by Kesl er (.l878) from
specimens from oround Tiflisi(Tbil isi).

Descriptiorr -- The width of the trontonosolscole is eguol to or
slightly grär;TF-on its length. The rostrol is seporoted from tite
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fronionosol or very rorely ioined to it ot one point. The suture belween the

frontonosol ond postnosol is not shorter or only slightly so thon thof between

the onterior ond posterior nosols. The frontol is ioined to the prefrontol by

stroight or slightly convex sutwe. The suorociliories ore seporoted from the

,up.oo"rlors by o continuous, sometimes portly doubled, ro'v of R - l8
gronules. The upper postorbltol generolly touches the porietol. The

f irst suprolemporol is shorf or moderately long, slightly constricted pcsterior-

ly where it is cut off stroight or obliquely; the 2 - 5 tiny posttemporols

locoled posterior of it ore neorly subequal in very rdre coses, the posttem-

porols ore not visible. The midtemporol is moderote, smoll, or obsent ond

seporoted from fhe fint suprotemporol by I - 5 longitudinol ro,,rs of tiny
scoles. The well-developed tymponic is seporoted qt the norrowest ploce

from the midtemporol by 2 - 5 enlorged scoles. Along the midline of the

throot, there ore 25 -'34 scoles. The collor is stroighl, rorely very slightly
serroted. The dorsol body scoles ore smoothf slightly prominent, ond some-

times very lorge ot the contoct with the ventrols.

Around midbody, 49 - 61 scole rows ore Present. Eoch exterml
venlrol scole touches loterolly 3 body scoles in molesond 2o nrely3, in

fernoles. The venf rol scoles ore orronged in 23 - 27 ond 26 - 30 tronsverse

rows in mcles ond fennles, respectively. The onol scole is lorge and brood;

onteiior of it, there is o single lorge preonol scole more or less rounded

olong its posterior edge. The femoroi pores number 14 - 22. Gr the un-
derside of the thigh between the pores ond outerrow of lorge scolesr.
there ore 4 - 7 longitudiml rows of tiny scoles. The dors,rl scoles covering

the crus hove distinct longitudirnl keels or spinules ond ore more or less

equol in size to the body scoles. .{round rhe middle of the crus exclusive of

ihe. lorge venf rol roles 15 - 23 scoles lie in o single row. Dorslly the
scoles on the onterior third of the toil hove moderotely, ond loterolly well-
developed keels sometimes wilh on uPturned posterior edge. The posterior
edge of the coudol roles ore truncoie or somewhdt outstretched at o

right ongle.

The snout-vent length vories widely in the rorrge of 48 - 67 mm in

moles ond 45 ' 65 mm in femoles. The rotios of body length to thot of the
unregeneroted toil ore 0.4i - 0.55 ond 0.50 - 0.62.

The chief bockground of lhe dorsum is groy, mouse-grny' dork-groy,
groyish*eige or brownish -gktY .

The occipitol stripe usuolly forms o reticulor pollern covering the
entire middle of the bock. The pottern is formed of irregulor block blotches

extending ocross ond ioining with e.rch other" ln some coses, lhis potlerry
speciolly in the posterior section of the body, is portly or completely
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obsent" The moior bockground color of the ciliory stripes without spots

is very distinct or completely obsent, depending upon the degree of
development of the occipitol stripes. The moderotely developed block or
brown temporol stripes tncversing the body sides corqy I -4 longitudinol rows

of bright ocelii which ore bluislr in the pectorol zone. Sometimeso snull
brighf centers often merged to form o continuous line ore seen olong the
ioothed upper edge of the temporol $ripes. Bright supronnxil lory stripes
ore usuolly slightly developed " During the breeding seoson, the venter,
heod rhrough belly is bright-yellow or yellowish-oronge. At this time
in moles, lhe outer rows of venkol scoles ond odiocent body scoles including
the ocelli locoted on fhe iemporolstripes ocquire o bright-blue colorotion.
The identicol color of the smoll spots moy even be seen in fhe temporol
region of the heod. ln the summer, the bright colaotion of the breeding
seoson is considerobly foded ond is preserved in some specimens only on the
obdomen.

fj--\i{m(L____ä
-t

,A^ffi--_jD
G

Fig. 31 . Major scalation ol L. s. bortschinshii.
A - Head, dorsal uiew; B - head, lateral uiew; C, D - lemporal
region; E - contact zone between dorsal and uetüral scales of male;
F and C - atal region; H - dorsal anterior third of tail. (D afld E '
Tbilisi: rest - SleParuntad.

Geogrophicol di*ribuf ion. The moin ronge of this subspecies
covers fir* of oll rhe right bonk of the volley section of the midcourse of
Kurc in Georgio, northem Armenio, ond northwestem Azerboiion from Goro
in the west to the northem foothills of Little Coucosus in the lower course
of the Algeto, Khromo, Debel, .{k$afochoi, ond Giondzhachai Rivers

in the southeost. .A large, isoloted populotion exists in the volley of fhe
midcourse of the left tributoqy of Kur6, the loro River on the southem
slopes of the Tsivombor ronge. The northem edge of the ronge extends olong
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the left bonk cf Kuru, the immediote neighborhood of Tbil isi (Mtskheto,

Avcholo, Scgonlugi, lt/o*kopi, efc"), spurs of the Aio*olin ond Tsivgombor

rongesond ihe volley of the midcourse of the loro River roughly up to the

villoge Bochormo in the no*h. in the south, the spreod of the su5species

is limited by the fooihills of Triolei, Somkhet, Mturguz, and Sevon r.nges

where it rscends quite high into the mountqins'rlong the vnlleys of the
rivers folling into the Kura. The extren,e southern records from west io east

ore :round lv,onglisi ond Kodzhori henlth resorts in Georgia, 'rround Tumanior
(goige of the Debet, River, Stegrnovon town, the villoge of KuibTshev
(gorge of 1[s Ag*ev River) ond in the volley of the midcourse of the
Giondzhonchoi River in .Azerbaiion (f i9" 32,1). Both the lotter loc.:lities
dre presenlly well segregoted from the moin ronge" ln the gorge of the
Tono River, L"s. portschinskii occurs with L.r" obscuro while it cohabits
with L.s. taaui in th. gotge of Debet oni \gstev valley" ln the northwest,
th" toiläiTTIL subspecies is locolly sumpoiric with thot of the

porfhenogenetic pecies L. dohli.

Fig. 32 .Vain occurrences in the Caucasus.

1 - L.s. borts.hJttsljij 2 - L. rostontbehoui.

Geogrophicol voriotion" Somples were exomined from Z pop..' tions
from west to eost poced ot distonces of 35, 15, 15r 35, 30 ond 40 I ,ro the
lo* 3 of these ore now isoloted from the moin ronge (toble l2) . r moy be
seen from Fig.33, eoch of the sompled populotions is choroct':rzed by on
extremely wide ronge of voriotions of the bosic chorocters t;,ough, on the
whole, oll of them differ only very little from eoch other with respect to
mony chorocten
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On fhe other hond, the extreme volues of some chorocters-for

^exompl 
eJhe number of tronwerse rows of Pectorql qnd ventrql scoles, ore

noliced in the isoloted hill populotions oround Steponovon inArmenio.
The populotions from the gorge of the Debet River (oround Tumonion)

-qnd volley of theAgstev Rivet in northemArmenis Possess wel l-developed
hybrid chorocteristics qs o result of sympotry with L.J. roddei.

t 

-l
.J
-4

tnZelgsJl|Jn+ 5 6 7 9&t9nt0 tl A ße0ntu 6
FA. ß.Sunimary gyaph of uariatioti of L, s. bortschinshii.

1-Atenshgorge; 2 -Manglisi;3 -Tbilisi; 4 -Kodzhori;.5 -ualley
o/ the lora Riuer; 6 - Sleponauan; 7 - gorge of the Debet Riaer.

The cleqr ossociotion between ihe body dimensions oi rh"r" lizords
ond the height obove the seo level of their hobitotion is striking. As o
result of this, the specimens of lhese populotions differ considerobly in
this respect from eoch orher (fig. 63 F).

Compoqlive notes. tU6t'"ty (1909) included Locerto po*schinskii
described by Kessler in lSZB omong the qynonyms of L.-Gfi6iä-Gr.

SbgryEs3 Eichw. ossuming thot Eichwold (1841) in hiiFäu,roeospio-Couco-

--l-

i\
i^/,

4-0.

-l

sio described one of the forms of Locerto soxicolo Eversmonn under the
nome Zootoco cholybdeo. The foTiEry:ioITEis v'iew wos convincinqly

?e.onlElJ-ba l.J-iFJllFii (1910) ond Lonrz ond Cyren (1936) whoiuroin.d
the originol nome, L. soxicolo portrhinskii for the form described by
Kess l er "

Specimens exomined. Georgio : ZIL 14471 (t j, tUilisi; l44n 0),
Tbilisi , l69qp (l), Tbilisi; t7@6 (il, Arensk sorge, iZtOS q:1, tbitiri;
17129 Q0), oround boshuri, Atensk gorge; 17435 (35), berween Areno
ond Tbilisi, Atensk gorge; 17403 (10), oround Tetri-Tskoro; 17547 (20),
Monglisi, gorge of Algeti River 17771 (13), southeostern Tsivgombor ronge;
17p00 (19); l7PO3 Q), sorse of Tedzomo . ZIL 14421 (l), Aloverdy;
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16545 (4), oround Kologeron stoticn; 16755 V)' Aloverdy; 17457 (2'0)' sorse

of the Dzoroget River, i*pono'ron, 17541 
.(7)-, 

Steponovon; 17e41 (13)'

n""" "fli."Getikr 
River'' At:tlo'ig' ZIL 3130 (lL Kirovobod;17067

izJ," go.s" of the Gyondthochäi Rä-et'

Locerto soxicolo roddei Boettger lP72

(Fig. 34; photo. l2).

L. murolis vor. roddei, Boettgor, 1p72 142; Mertens' 1922:173;

.uro I irffi_d 
"f 

i I i ppi i,-FJTeng r, I 904 : 3 37 ; I 920 :2s e; - soxi c o lo vor'

äffiit,tn.tf;-ts-deste, iobie XVlll, lis' t, 3, Nik;l;[ii' lel3:71'

ffi, - "ou"ori"o 
vor. tenuis, Nikolskii, 19102496; - solico,[de!!]!eg!..,

;;;;,\'r;', l""*;T-C ;, 
" " 

J%6i u; C h e'n ov, I *3e : 1 I I ; T er e nilEvänä--
Chernov, 

.l949:l8P; DorevskY, 1957 :28

L€ctotvoe. Senckenbergische Notur-Mu5surn (Germony)'12A54'

villoge ffii" Ätoks volley, southecstern Armenio, collected by

Rodde ond Volentin in 1890.

Description.Thewidthofthefrontonosolexceedsitslergth.The
rostrol iffit-ta iro. the frontonosol, or very rorely ioim.it ot one

;1;; ii.-r*ur. between the frontonosol ond postnosol scoles is usuolly

somewhot shorter thon or equal to thoi befween the onterior ond posterior

noso ls.

.' The suprocilliory ond suprooc-ulor scoles ore usuolly seporoted by

o qomplete row of 6 - I5 gronuit'' The upper Postorbitol reoches the

poriarlt roughly in 40 per!ent of the specimens' The first suprotemporol is

i..f * todäroi"ly so, slightly constricted ond truncoted posteriorly;

o.rt;io. of it olo;g rhe ed"ge of the porietol, there ore I - 5 well-developed

portt..porol ,. 215 tiny säles of size between thot of the midtemporol ond

the smoll tymponic ore orronged in o veql-norrow ploce' along the midline

;i;i; ti;t up to the "olloi 
there ore 20 -.29 scoles' The bodv scoles

ore smooth, foirly prominent; oround rhe.inidbody y-6:,scole rows ore

ffÄ<.hl Eoch outer ventrol scole meets loterolly 2 - 3 body scoles in

["r.r'""a-r*. Jt"n with 2 thon 3 in femoles; the posterior most boundory

,*t" i, usuolly somewhrt enlorged' The -entrol scoles ore orronged in

Zl - 27 tronsverse rows in molei ond 23-30 in femoles. The onol scole is

io.gul onr".ior of it, 2 lairly lorge preonol scoles ore orronged symmetri-

"ot]y; 
oftun, between these o tiny third one- is wedged' The femorol

*ro'nrrb., l3 to 23. On the underside of the thigh, between the pores

I.Jifr" """r 
row of lorge scoles, lie 5 - 8 /ronsverse rows of tiny scoles.

if," J"rrrf scoles of the-crus hove pronounced keels not exceeding the

9l


