
SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF SPECIES AND SUBSPECIES

SAXICOLA GROUP

Locerto soxicolo soxicolo tversmonn, I934
Frig.* pF"t.tsi"

L. scxicolo Eversmonn, 1934;349, toble 30, fig.l . -"'gg.lj:ly:""
,ror. ,orT"-äiä-8edr,-ogo, 1886: 195 (.l79) . - murotis f . typico Boulenger,

1887 :29 . -nuro lis vor. soxicolo Boul enger, I 91 3 : I 90; M0: 282. - soxico lo

f . typico.TZf,äy, 1909495; i'likolskii, lglOÄm.- soxicolo rotlZäG-
N iffil tki i, I I 1 s :Zi ; lontz ond C yr en, 1 9 36 tl 64, T 

"r"ifiErrlnl-eFoä-'r,'1960:136; ond Shcherbok, 1962o:1383, fig.9.

Holotype Not designqted.Judging from the iescription of Eversmonn
(tAa+)rTE. rpe"ir* first described wos collected from Kislovodsk (source

Norzon).

Descriplion Frontonosol width is greoter thon or rorely equol to
its length. The rostrol is usuolly seporoted from the frontonosol. The

suture between the frontonosol onC posterior nosol is not shorter thon

betwäen the onterior ond posterior nosols. The sutures between prefrontol
ond frontol ore often covex in the frontol. Belween the suprociliories ond

suprooculors, there is o co#plere, ot yety rorely interrupted, row of 91o23
gronules. The rroper postorbitol touches the porietol in o moiority of
specimens. The first suprotemporol is of moderote length, truncote
posteriorly; 2 to 5 prominent ond subeguol posltemporols lie behind the
suprotemporol. The midtemoorol is moderqte, smoll, or indistinct; ond is
seporoted from the first suprotemporol by 2-4 smoll scoles ond from the
smoll tymponic rcole by 2 ro 5 smoll scolas. Along the midline of the
throot, there ore lB-32 scoles. B"dy scoles ore smooth, ond slightly
bulged; 4l-69 scoles qre oround the midbody. Ventrol scoles meet the
body scoles with2-4 scoles in moles c.rd 2 or 3 in femcles, the posterior
most one usuolly being much enlorged. Ventrol ond pectorol scoles lie
in 22-27 ond 21-27 tronsverse rows, respectively. The onol scole is
lorgel one, rorely lwo, greotly enlorged preonol scoles ore more or less

symmetricolly orronged in front of the formerror the preonol scoles ore
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smoll ond equol in size. Femorol pores number l3-21. Ventrolly on the
obdomen, 4-7 tronsverse rows of tiny scoles lie between the rows of pores
cnd the or,lter row of enlorged scoles. The dorsol scoles on the crus ore
smooth with blunt keels ond ore not lorger thon the dorsol scoles. Around the
middle of the crus ll-23 tiny scoles lic in o row.

Fig,9. Major scalation of L,s. saxicol.a.

A - Head, dorsal uiew; B - head, Interal aicu; C, D - temporal
regiott; E - brsal surface of the base of the tail; F - contact zone
between dorsal and uentral scales; G and H - anal region (D, H -
Gorge of Chegem Riuer; others - Kislouodsh).

Scoleson lhe onterior third of toil heve moderrte keels; these nre
very shorp on lhe sides; the posferior edge of scoles end bluntly or protrude
slightly bockword ot o low ongle. Snout-vent length is 52-70 nn in
moles ond 47-65 nn in femoles; the rotio of body length to the length
of the unregeneroted toil is 0.41-0.68 in moles ond 0.51-0.66 in femoles.

The moin ground color of the dorsum of moles is grossy green, ivy
green, bluish green, or dirty-green; in femoles, it is dork-sondy or sondy
with no green tint. The occipitol stripe is formad by o row, sometimes
doubled, of moderotely-sized block or dork-brown blotches olong the mid-
dorsol line. These blotches ore bounded loterolly by brood porietol stripes
of the moin ground color. Temporol slripes ore formed, ot leost in port,
by broken ond fused block or brown ocelli with light or bluish centers; o
more or less prominent row of smoll, light spots often merging inlo o
continuous ciliory line which usuolly posses olorg the broken upper edge of
the temporol stripes. .Some specimens, porticulorly femoles, hove foint
occipitol ond temporol stripes extending into the nope in moles. The
vent er dork -oronge, chrom e-orong e, soffron-yel low, yel lowish -orong e,
yolk-yellow, ochreous or, rorely, porceloin pink in spring; this colorotion
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extends well on to tho underside of thigh, onol oreo, ond the bosc of the

toil. Femolcs hove ;.,sll6ryisho osh-groy, rusly, or whitish_venters. ln the

breeding s@son, the extreme ventrol s_coles of moles os well os most of the

ocelli il the temporol stripes become bluith ot bright blue. The dorsol

surfoce of the heod sholrs some dork spots.

Georgrqphicol di"!tt193. The moin ronge of this subspecies

in"lud",ffiSkolistyimourrtoinwithintheKorochoi-
Cherkess Autonomous Region, south of Stovropol region, ond Kobordino-

Bolkorio, from the volley of the upper course of the Kubon River ond its

tributories in the eost. The northern most relioble records ore from oround

Kislovodsk. The southern edge of the ronge extends through the north

eostern orm of the Elbrus in the Kubon gorge' ocross the Skolistyi moun-

toin (known from Morinsky poss), olong its wotershed into the upper reoches

of the Kumo, Podkumko, Alkonovko, Borezovo, Kich-Mol1<o,- Zolko

rivers ond evidently, the Khosout ond Gundelen' Along the Bokson

gorge' it extends up to Tyrny-Auz ond olong the Chegem up the Chegem

i""in" (ng. tO,Z). 
'ln 

the west, the ronge of this subspecies obuts the

ronoe of i.s. dorevskii ond on the slopes of Elbrus thot of L. coucosico

olpino. [f,lE;T1t-"s"t rovine, it is l'colly qympotric with L' coucosico--.-.
coucdSr co.

Ftg.10. Dlstribution in th.e Caucasus.

I -Lr:,tr"*rct:; 2 -L.s, saxicolg; 3 -l-C.-furnSQ!: 1-L,s.
szczerbahi.

9""slghtl-".tgig'.
ol.ng on eost-west tronsect ot
(Toble 2)"

Somples were token
distonces of 30,70,
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The doto of N.N. Shcherbok (1962o) were used for comporotive
purposes; these doto include Shcherbok's onolysis of severol specimens from
the neighborhood of Kislovodsk. As moy be seen in fig.ll, extreme volues
of severol scolotion chorocteristics occur in the somple of lizords from the
neighborhood of Korochoi ond in the lizord somples from the Chegem ond
Bokson Rivers, thereby suggesting o distinct voriotionol cline increosing
from west to eost. Of speciol interest is the exlreme western somple from

oround Korochoi, sirongly tending towords the neighboring subspecies

L. s. dorevskii ond occupying on intermediote position between them in

i,r".-o]If-**teristics. Mor@ver, specimens from the gorge of the Chegem

River, q/mpoiric with L.c. ccucosico, experience o positive influence of
thelottei os reflected ''^ 

";dr.tl." 
.f the number of scoles oround the mi&

body ond olong-the midline of-the throot; g,ilhe-ldbo.le- however' both the:e
forms con cleoily be differentioted from eoch other morphologicolly in their
zone of sympotry.

la!*ZeZxJdSn q 5 6 7 gsgn l0 fl n ßaßggr| 6

Fig.ll,Summcry graph of the uariatiot in L.s. saxicola.

1 - Gorge of Chegem Riuer: 2 - gorge ol Bahsan Riuer; 3 - golge oJ
Berzou Riuer at Kislouodsh: 4 - around Karachai.

Comporqtive rptes. M6hely (1909) under his Locerto ssxicolo

-0.5

-1.0

f. typicc included o wide ronge of lizords fror Crir.o, m.iE!äind
northweslern C.rucosus lo northwestern coost of Turkey. Lzter, Nesierov
(19,i l.r rnd l912), BouLenger (1913), ond Nikolskii (.l915) extended rhe
boundories of this subspecies even further by including in it ,r prrt of their
specimens from Dogesion, Block 5eo coost of the Couccsus, Borzhomi
gorge, northwestern Azerboiion, Tolysh, Armenio, Kuro volley, ond north .

eostern Turkey. Lontz ond Cyren (1936) retoined lhe nome of the sub-
species soxicola only br the lizordsof the Crimeo, Kubon bosin, ond
oround Kislovodsk; they olso suggested thot the Crimeon ond Kislovodsk
specimens in foct belonged to different frrrms of the subspecies. Recently
(1962d, N. N. Shcherbok confirmed the correctness of this suggestion cnd
estoblished, in porticulor, thot the nominol form is encountered only to the
eosl of Kubon b-.in. 
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Soecimens exomiled. Korochoi-Cherkess Automrnous Region:
Z.lL 1 691 2 (lO, *orna-Roro"E.l, fffi- Xffi ,Morinskii rovine; Vn4 Q), Teberdo, Gonochkhir River; ond Z^/tMSU,
3176 (7), Nizhnyo Teberdo.

Stovroml ."gi3l,, ZIL 17 437 (14), gorge of the Berezovo River,
K i s to vo d J< ;-1765ä 

- 
Eo-fTi;lo vo d sk .

Kobordirn-8g_ikgsiys: 7lL 17880 (l{), gorge of the Chegem River;
tzzes (zo)'E-.t;r rh; 8&_^ Riu". u"r*."n 2lä"[üi"1. "J'ii-r.a"..

lgg_e*qloIiso lo bruneri M6hely, J 909
(Fig l2; photo.4)

L. soxicolo yg. bruneri M3h.ly, 19095 @; Nikolskii, l913:69.- soxigolo biF@-Nikolskii, I 915:362i Lonrz ond Cyren, lgZO:1&;
lerentiev ond Chernov, 1949:lgg; Mertens ond Wermuth , l'960:137.

ryryPg- Not designoted" Described by M6hely (1909) bosed
on some specimens from oround Adler, Krosnoyo polyono, Gogr, ond
Pseoshkho poss.

UFGHI
FU. 12. Major scalation of L, s. brauneri.

A - Hegd, dorsal abw; ,B - head, Iaterrl oicw; C,D, E _ tenporalregiott; F - dorsal suüace of the anterior one_th;ia'ot tAlö _
cofltact zone betuteen dorsar and aentrar scares ornnkisi'n and I -anal region (C - Cotge ol Inguri; D _ Suklumi; others _ hrasnzya
PoIS,attd.
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